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Meeting of tho Territorial Legislator.
1b.it body met at Lecomptonm

Monday the 12th inst., at 10 o'clock
- A.iL The Council was called fo'or-- :

der, and after prayer .by the Rev.
.Thomas .Johnson, -- of. the . Shawnee

" '
Mission, .President of the,- - Council,

- they proceeded to the' election of s.

: ;. Her. Mr?Johnson was elected

President ;Mr, Reece, of Leavenworth,
' President. pro tem. ; Clark"Hngbea,

I Charles Grover, - Assistants '; r Bcott
; ' 'Boyle Engrossing Clerk and Gen.

" - Samuel .Cramer, Sergeant-at-Arm- .-

.' A. resolution was offered, by Gen.
-

:r Eaitin, of theXeavenworth Herald, ad- -

- mitting reporters to the Hall, and pro-

viding accommodation for the ni. Ob

. Ejections were urged against-thei- r ad- -
"

, mission by Gen. Richardson, who said
that the d --d abolition reporters would
lie about them. He saw one standing
outside the bar, who 'bad maligned
every honest proslavery man in the

'. Territory", no meant the correspon-

dent of the New York Tribune. He
had heard that individual boast of his

- ability to get up a report in regard to
ravishing women last summer, and he
hoped the Council would not admit
these reporters. -

Mr. Recce hoped that the resolu-

tion would pass. For his part, he
' ' would not care if Horace Greeley was

, there, himself, so that they might sec

what a dirty dog he was As for their
lying, they would lie, whether they
admitted them or not, and they might
as well give them a fair chance.

- : .... The motion was passed, with a pro- -

- . viso, that they could turn them out
v- whenever they became obnoxious.

"Several unimportant motions were
V made "arid the Council

'
adjourned till

. 10 A. M. next day.; . . . .

u House of Representatives met,
r j and' immediately proceeded to ballot

for Speaker. After several ineffectual
" ballots tho House took a recess till

... half; past ,3. P. M., vrhcn theyre-as-t.- j

sembled and on the seventh ballot
- r elected XV. G. Mathias of Leaven- -

orth; Speaker ; Dr. Vm. II. Tibbs,
J r of Platte Cohnty, Missouri, . Speaker

J v. pro tem. - Chief Clerk, Mr. Bishop, of
Lccomptou ; Assistant Clerk, Mr.

' Fleming, editor Leavenworth Journal;
? 'Sergeant at' Arms,.Capt. Robinson.

Jos. C, Anderson, on nominating the
i ugfcHaut Captain, said he deserved the
ci suffrages "of that body on account of
vi his conduct at Hickory Point he

having been wounded at that engage-Vinen- t,

He ,,was . chosen Sergeant by

r. all but two votes. The Free State men
- are imprisoned for their participation

' - iribat affair," committed and scnton-- :
ccd to long terms of imprisonment.-- .
The men arc, raised and
honored by office. '

Mr. Jackson, of the 11th District,
v was elevated to Doorkeeper. His
V qualification for office was, as one of

.. the members expressed it, that he had
fit somewhar" under Gen. Harrison.

Sz lie was unanimously appointed. The
2 Hons then adjourned, without waiting

' for the Governor's message.
-A convention of the , pro-slave-

party met ia the Hall previous to the
assembling of the representatives, and
adjourned over till evening. The pol-- .

f icy pursued by some members was ev-

idently to prevent the organization of
- j ,the. House, so that the message could

not bo read, and this convention be
compelled to proceed to business with-- t
out that document to discuss. There

. vis evidently a strong Anti-Gear- y feel-in- g,

ad no doubt his policy will bo

condemned by the Legislature. .

"Arrest of tha Free State Lesislature.
? We announced in part of our last

a issue, that the members of this body

. had been Arrested on a writ issued by
Jddg3 - Cato ' charged with usurping
tha functions of Senators and Repre-

sentatives of the State of Kansas, on
:tha'4th- - of March last; and, as will be
-- eeh by report in another column,
'they were taken to Tecumseh and

to bail,' to answer the charge
(thf next aitting of the Court.

2It ;vat the : evident - design : of the
pro-slave-

ry party, in this move, to in
iome manner embroil Gov KGeary with

en? party 'or the other, and thus in a
measure, affect the harmony and good
jrcill that how exists between1 His

fall the peaceable and
citizens of Kansas.

They .bad calculated that : the , Free
taj.cicn; would resist: the pcacable

execution of the process and then
they would apply to Gov.; Gearv for
a posse expecting if he complied that
it wouhl bring him into-disgrac-e with
the Free State party, and if he refused,
&eprd-siaver- y organs would raise
thflf cry of 'abolitionist, ire., "upon
him, and complaining thus endeavor
to injure bum at Washington. ? By the
wise aiid judieious course of ourLegis- -

latut, iaadj6nrning that body after
accomplishing' their : object,'- - that of
memorializing Congress, for admission
inVqihi Union . as a State, and offer-- ?

ihg no resistance ia tho Marshal,, this
scheme'yra completely thrown over,
Acdnns'tead g( achieving success, the
ultras have - only ' co vered themselves
with ridicaler and A added another leaf
to the laarels of the" Free 8 Ute party
in Kansa.;-i.t'i-- : :.:. i ir; u &;

Kansas State Legislature.
This body assembled at Topeka on

Tuesday, the 6th inst. At 12 o'clock
the Senate and House were called to
order. Prayer baving been offered by
the Chaplains, the rolls were called,
and, there not being a quorum,' both
houses, adjourned till three o'clock
P. M The Legislature met a3 .per
adjournment, and organized by, the

election of officers. ; '

;: A "committee was appointed by the
House of Repreeentativesrto draft and
report a memorial to Congress, setting
forth onr grievance and asking ad"
mUftioa . into jlit Union ai a State.
The Senate concurred in the resoln
tion, and appointed a committee of
one to act with the House Committee.

A' Committee -- wag alsoappointed to
draft and report an Election Bill. Both
bodies then adjourned till Wednesday,
atlOA.M.-:- v--

Wednetdayl 7th init. The LegisI
ture , assembled, and, n : motion, the
House - invited the Senate to hear the
report of Committee ' on Memorial.
The following memorial was reported
by the committee: '.

To the Honorable the Senate and House
. of Representatives of the United

States: .

Your memorialists, members of the
Legislature of Kansas, under the To-
peka Constitution, at their annual con-
vocation, respectfully submit to your
honorable body the grievances of our
constituents, for which we seek re-
dress.

You cannot be ijrnorant of the fact.
that the position which the people of
ivansas are compelled to oceupv be
fore the world, is one of strange and
singular character. The organic act
by which this Territory was opened to
settlement, without distinction of par-
ty, gave promises of protection to all
who might avail themselves of its
offers. . Confidently relying in the
ability and integrity of the Govern-
ment, to maintain in good faith the
spirit and substance of the law, the
people of, Kansas became the actual
settlers of the soil, and in that capac-
ity have prepared themselves for a
State Government, by framing a Con-
stitution and electing representatives
to provide for their interests by legis-
lation.

Tho causes which impelled the peo-
ple to resort to this organization.werc
simple and obvious to every attentive
observer of our history as a political
community. In the outset, we were
without local laws to regulate our in-
ternal affairs. The power to accom-
plish this indispensable duty, was, it
is conceded, conferred uponthepeople
by the terms of the organic act. The
attempt to exercise it in the first in-

stance proved abortive,' resulting as it
did in . a wholesale and monstrous
usurpation of power, by a horde of
unscrupulous partizan3, strangers to
oar .6011 in the prostration of thef
people, who were first defrauded, and
afterwards disfranchised of their po-
litical privileges, under enactments
that have no one element of law in
their structure, and no single pretence
of justice in the results sought to be
accomplished. To remedy and repair
this disgraceful and unhappy state of
public affairs, the people were forced
to seek some organization whereby to
conserve and keep alive the germ of
their constitutional freedom. In this
spirit, the scheme of a State organiza-
tion was submitted to the considera-
tion of the people of the Territory.
Ample and abundant time for reason
and reflection comporting with the
dignity and importance of th step,
was afforded. The principles by
which the soundness of this scheme
was to be tested, were carefully anal-
yzed and examined in primary meet-
ings and delegate conventions, irre-
spective of parties, nntil the subject
seemed fully exhausted.

The result is before the country : in
the Constitution for a State, framed
at Topeka, by the delegates of the
people, chosen for. that purpose. That
instrument subsequently submitted
for popular approval, was adopted
with singular unanimity, considering
the important character of the topics
involved; some of which, at least, had
been the subject matter of long and
acrimonious controversy. The fate
of this experiment has been watched
unspeakable solicitnde by those who
conceived their interests as a people
to bo indissolubly connected with the
final establishment of its supremacy in
the State. From day to day the evi-
dences, of a growing popularity ex-
tended toward tho movement, have
been multiplied around us on every
hand. A singular controversy has
prevailed in Congress, as well as in
Congress,' as well as in the political
world at large, ; relative to the merits
of this movement, and the motives
which originated it. f -

Those who act with the party now
administering the government' have
pretended to discover treason lurking
in its secret folds. . The fires of vita- -
peration have been kindled, and the
alleged purpose and purity of the peo- -
pie has been vehemently and ontinu- -
ally assailed.': It is respectfully sug-- 1

gested tbatit would- - be ranch more
honorable and to the point to indicate
some'material political untruth in the
the theory which we rely upon to bus--
tain our practical efforts in this organ-
ization..:: '..- -

It is difficult,, if not impossible, to
we how hostility to the Constitution
of the United States, can be justly as-

cribed to those who carefully conserve
the principle which underlies that doc-- i

ument, by studiously observing 'the
will of vthe majority, of the people
legitimately declaredi To this extent
and no . more, are we guilty of" any
infraction ofRepublican principles."
iWehave steadily disclaimed, and

now reiterate the disclaimer, that any
disloyalty to the regularly constituted
authorities of " the general government
was purposed or . practised. On the
other hand, no positive or affirmative
power has been exercised. Our action
have been made to tnform to the
theory, that the general government
alone could infuse '. vitality into - the
forms, simply prepared beforehand to
receive it and to direct it at once to the
relief of an oppressed, and outraged
people-- . ; Fully preserving this idea,
and intending to solicit at every op
portunity" the attention cf Congress to
cur grievanceas"3 jwclcTTCTpejptfal- -

ly indicating, at , the same- - time,-- the i

State organization as the remedy we
deem best adapted to our political
exigencies, we pray now, as we. have
hitherto done, that this work of a free
spirited.and intelligent people, may,
by ' your sanction and approval, be
made- - operative and efficient to . the
great end for which it was prepared.

Thus we ask- for tho protection of
your honorable body, whose province
and wbose constitutional duly it is to
aflbrd;it. , As faithful and "obedient
citizens we are entitled to this inalien-
able right; we are entitled to it by all
the glorious events of our history as a
nation, in whose fame we in common
with the wholo American people feel
a just pride, and we respectfully sub
mit whether, if our bumble petitions
for redress are to be answered only
with ' : -contempt. - - -

not the example of those who,
in the earlier days"of the Republic,
struggled for. constitutional freedom,
suggest a" course whidh it will be our
right and duty to adopt?'
- And "your Memorialists .will, ever
pray. - ' "i - ' -

JG.:THpRXT03r, .Pres't of Senate.
John HcTcraxsox.Sp'k'rof II. ofR.
At this stage of proceedings, a re-

port reached the Legislature that U. S,

Deputy Marshal Pardee was in town,
with a writ from Judge Cato for the
arrest of members, on the charge of
usurping the government on the 4th of
March, 1856. After consultation, it
was resolved to adjourn till the second
Tuesday in June next. The . Marshal
then appeared in the hall, read the
writ, which was sworn out by Ex-Sher-

Jones. The persons arrested
were taken to Tecumseh, and on
Thursday were brought before Judge
Cato, who admitted them to bail in
the sum of 8500, on their own per-

sonal recognizances.

Governor's Message.
Let every body read the Governor's

Message. Were it not for the fact
that he is compelled, from his posi-

tion, to endorse the bogus Legislature,
and had he omitted to refer to the re-

peal of the Missouri Compromise with
evident gratification, we should have
been very well pleased with it. It is
a very fair, straight-forwar- business
document, pleasant to read, and deal
ing generally in facts; and, on the
whole, it is a meritorious State paper,
and will be sought after with deep in-

terest all. over the States. Indeed it
will be copied nearly as widely as was
the President's Message, and its facts
will serve to guide politicians and di-

rect Congressional action. We are
apprehensive, from what information
we have already received from Lecomp- -

ton, that his suggestions will be little
heeded by those to whom it was par
ticularly directed.

$3T Our terms for advertising are
ten cents a line for the first insertion,
and five ceats a line for each subse-

quent insertion. A paper of melon
seeds will not remunerate us for de-

voting half a column to a communi-

cation, the object of which is to induce
the people to purchase it from a par-

ticular individual. We frequently re-

ceive articles of trifling value for which
a long notice is expected. 'We wish
"all tho world and the rest of man-
kind" to understand that we have pub-
lished a paper long enough ox glory.
Hereafter we shall labor to make it
pay, and this we are bound to do or
abandon the business. We have la-

bored as faithfully and sacrificed as
much, we believe, as any man in Kan-

sas, to aid the cause of freedom, and
yet many are villainous enough to ira-pn-

our motives, and do it continu-
ally.- Such persons, and all others
will understand that while our paper
will remain our organ, and ours only,
those who wish to use it for sinister
motives must seek another sheet, and
those who wish to advertise their
wares, or seeds, must pay the printer

Surveyors frozen.
About four weeks since, a terrible

accident occurred to , a party of U. S,
Surveyors, who were engaged in the
survey, some distance west of Fort
Riley. They were camped on the
open prairie, in two separate parties,
when a terrible storm of snow and
wind came up and one tent in which
were seven men, was blown over, and
the party set out across the prairie
with the intention of reaching the oth
er camp. '

They, did not succeed, in this and
wandered about all night,till the dawn
of day showed them their position.
Two brothers were frozen to death.and
were found next morning in the spot
where they had fallen exhausted.

:
Of

the other five, all but one were so bad-

ly frozen, that they had to be lifted in
and out of the wagon which conveyed
them down to the, eastern part of the
Territory. All accounts - make the
weather intensely cold iu the 'section
around Ft. Riley. ; . i :;

The X5 o vernor's5 Message came
to band before 6ur leading editorials
were." in type, for this issue. To pre-

vent being; behind time we have gone
to press without them, but shall in-

sert them on our outside pages next
week. We find a great mass of mat-

ter accumulating bence sball be com
pelled to shove onr correspondents i
aside for awhile, i "A

' SrThe members of the I. 0.c of
Ol F., in Kansas Territory, are re-

quited to meet at Masonic Hall, in
Lawrence, on, Saturday evening,, the
31st inst, to transact - business in re-

gard to organizing a. Lodge" in Law
rence. 1 The regularly appointed.meet- -

ing for Saturday evening of this week,
will VUnd adjonrned to that tirac.- - :

:,M E S S A G
. , r -- of "v v :' ;

GOVESITOB JDHH W. GEARY,
' ,TO THB

Legislative Assembly of Kansas Ter-- ,
rttory.

Gentlemen vf the - Council vnd of- - Vie

Houst of ' Representatives: : ?;

- The all-wi- and, beneficent Befng,
who controls alike the destinies of
individuals and of nationshas per-

mitted you to convene this dar.charg-- -

ed with grave responsibilities
"Tlic 'not ATilv nf ih nnl f i

Kansasbut of the entire Union, are 1

jpon vou, watching with anxiety thsi
result fifvour deliberations, and of our
ioint action in the execution of the
delicate and important duties devolv
incupon us.

Selected at a critical period in the
history of the country to discharge the
executive functions of this lerntory,
the obligations I was required to as-

sume were of the most weighty im
portance. 'And when I came seriously
to contemplate their magnitude,
would have shrunk from the responsi
bility, were it not for an implicit reli-

ance upon Divine aid, and a full con
fidence in the virtue, zeal and patri
otism of the citizens, without which
the wisest executive suggestions must
be futile- and inoperative. ,

To you, legislators, invested with j

sovereign authontv, 1 look for tliat
hearty co operation which will enable
us successfully to guide the ship of
state through the troubled waters, into
the haven of safety.

It is with feelings of profound grat-
itude to Almighty God, the bonntc-ou- s

giver of all good, I have the pleas
ure of announcing that after the bitter
contest of opinion through which we
have, recently passed, and which has
unfortunately led to fratricidal strife,
that peace, which I have every reason
to believe will be permanent, now
reigns throughout this Territory and
gladdens with its genial influences,
homes and hearts which but lately
were sad and desolate; that the rob-
ber and the murderer have been driv-
en from our soil; that burned cabins
have been replaced by substantial
dwellings; that a feeling of confidence
and kindness has taken the place of
distrust and hate; that all gotd citi-
zens are disposed to deplore the errors
and excesses of the past, and unite
with fraternal zeal in repairing its
injuries, and that this Territory un-
surpassed by any portion of the con-
tinent for the salubrity of its climate,
the fertility of its soil, its mineral and
agricultural wealth, its timber-fringe- d

streams,- - and fine quarries of building-ston- e

has entered upon a career of
unparellclod prosperity.

' To.' maintain tho advance we have
made, and realize the bright anticipa-
tions of the future; to build up a model
commonwealth, enriched with all the
treasures of learning, of virtue and
religion, and make it a choice heri-
tage for our children and generations
yet unborn, let me, not only as your
Executive, but as n Kansan, devoted
to the interests' of Kansas, and anima-
ted solely by patriotic purposes, with
all eamistnefs invoke you, with one
heart and soul to pursue so high and
lofty a course in
as, by its moderation and justice, will
commend itself to the approbation of
the country and command the respect
of the people.

This being the first occasion afforded
me to ppcak to the Legislative Assem-
bly, it is but proper, and in accord-
ance with general usage, that I should
declare the principles which shall give
shape and tone to my administration.
These principles without elaboration,
I will condense into the narrowest
compass.

"Equal and exact justice" t: all
men,' ofwhatever political or religious
persuasion; peace, comity and friend-
ship with neighboring States and Ter-
ritories, with a sacred regard for State
rights and a reverential respect for the
integrity and perpetuity of ihe Union;
a reverence for the Federal Constitut-
ion- as the concentrated wisdom of
tho fathers of the Republic, and the
very ark of our political safety; the
cultivation of a pure and energetic
nationality, and the development of
an exalted and intensely vital patri-
otism; a jealous regard for the elective
franchise and the entire security and
sanctity of the ballot box; a firm de-

termination to adhere to the doctrines
of and popular sover-
eignty as guarantied by the Organic
Act; unqualified submission to the
will of the majority;-th- e election of
all officers by the people' themselves
the supremacy of the civil over the
military authority; strict economy in
public expenditures with a rigid ac-

countability of all public officers; the
preservation of tha public faith and a
currency based upon and equal to gold
and silver; free and safe immigration
from every quarter of the country; the
cultivation of a proper Territorial
pride, with a firm determination to
submit to no . invasion of our sover
eignty; the fostering care of agricul-
ture, manufactures, mechanic arts, and
all works of internal improvement:
the liberal and free education of all
the children or, the Territory; entire
religious freedom; a free press, freo
speech, and the peaceable right to as
semble and discuss all Questions" of
public interest; trial by juries impar-
tially selected; tho sanctity of tle ha-
beas corpus; the repeal of all laws in-
consistent with the Constitution of the
United States and the Organic Act,
and the steady administration of the
government so as to best secure the
general welfare. .'. - .

These sterling maxims, sanctioned
by the wisdom and experience of the
past, and the observance of which bas
brought our country to so exalted a
position among the. nations of the
earth, will be the steady . lights by
which my administration shall bej

" "guided. '
.

A summary view of the state f the
Territory upon my advent, with an al-

lusion to some of my official acts, may
not be inappropriate to this occasion,
and mav serve, to inspire your coun-cel- s

with that wisdom andr prudence,
by a contemplation of : the frightful
excesf-e- s of . the past,- - so essential in
the adoption ? of measures, to prevent
their recurrence, and enable you wiser
ly to-la- the broad and solid founda-
tions of a future commonwealth which
may givi protection and happiness to
millions cf freemen: i - - '"-- 5.

It : accords not withmy "nolicy or
intention, to do the least injustice to I
any euizen or party of raeninthis!

Territory or elsewbereT ""Pledged to do
" equal - and exact justice," in my
executive capacity, 1 am inclined to
throw the' veil of oblivion over the
errors and outrages of the period ante-
cedent to my arrival, except so far as
reference to tbern may be necessary for
substantial justice and to explain and
develope the policy which has shed the
benign inBuences of peace upon Kan-
sas, and which, if responded to by the
Legislature in a spirit of kindness and
conciliation, will contribute much to
soothe those feeling of bitterness and
contention, wuicu in tne past orougm
uPon cs ucu untold evils- -

I arrived, at Fort Leavenworth on
the ninth day of September last, and
immediately assumed the executive
functions. On the eleventh, I issued
my Inaugural Address,, declaring. "the
general principles upon., which in-

tended to administer the government.
Ia this address I solemnly r pledged
myself to support the Constitution of
the United States, and to discharge
my duties as Governor "of Kansas
with fidelity; to sustain all the provi-
sions of tho Organic Act, which I pro-
nounced to be' "eminently just and bene-ficial;"- to

stand by the doctrine of popu-
lar sovereignty, or the will of the major-
ity of the actual, bona fide inhabitants,
when legitimately expressed, which I
characterized "the imperative, rule of
civil action for every law-abidi- citi
zen, ine cijrantic evils under which
ViisTerritorvwas groaning,were attrib- -

nted to outside influences, and the
people of Kansas were earnestly in -

,voked to suspend unnatural strife, to
i i, inanisn an extraneous ana improper

influences from their deliberations,
and in the spirit of reason and mutual
conciliation' to adjust their own differ
ences. fcuch suggestions in relation
to modifications of the present statutes
as I deemed for the public" interest,
were promised at the proper time. It
was declared that this Territory is the
common property of tho people of the
several States and that no obstacle
should be interposed to its free set-

tlement, while in a Territorial condi-
tion, by the citizens of every State of
the Union. A just Territorial pride
was sought to be infused; a pledge
was solemnly given to know no par-
ty, no section,' nothing but Kansas
and the Union and the people were
earnestly invoked to bury the past in
oblivion; to suspend hostilities and
refrain from the indulgence of bitter
feeling; to begin anew; to devote
theuifcclve's to the true and substantial
interests of Kansas; develope her rich
agricultural and mineral resources;
build' up manufactures; make public
roads and other works of intprnal im
provement; amply for the
education of their children; devote
themselves' to all the arts of 'peace,
and make this Territory tlto sanctuary
of those cherished principles which
protect the inalienable rights of the
individual and elevate States in their
sovereign capacities.

The foregoing is a brief summary
of the principles upon which my ad-

ministration was commenced. . I have
steadily adhered to them, and time
and trial have but served to strengthen j

my convictions of their justice.
Coincident with my inaugural were

issued two Proclamation., the one, ,

disbanding the Territorial minim,
composed of a mixed force of citizens
and othcrs.and commanding "all bod-

ies of men, combined," armed and
equipped with munitions or war,
without authority of the government, '
instantly to disband or quit the .Territory,

as they would answer the con-

trary at their peril;" the other, order-
ing "all free male citizens qualified to
bear arms, between the ages of eighteen
and forty-fiv-e years, to enrol them-
selves, that they might be completely
organized by companies, regiments,
brigades and divisions, and hold them-
selves in readiness to be mustered, by
my order, into the service of the Uni-

ted States, upon requisition of the
commander of the military depart-
ment in which Kansas is embraced,
for the suppression of all unlawful
combinations, and for the maintenance
of public order and civil government."

The policy of these proclamations
is so evident, and their beneficial re-

sults have been so apparent, as to' re
quire no vindication. .

The Territory was declared, by the
acting Govemer, to be in a ttato of
insurrection; the civil authority' Was
powerless entirely without capacity
to vindicate the majesty of the law
and restore th broken peace; the ex-
isting difficulties were of a far more

implicated character than I had antic-
ipated; predatory bands, whose sole
aim, unrelieved by the mitigation of
political causes, was assassination,
arson, plunder and rapine, had undis-
turbed possession of some portions of
the Territory, while every part of it
was kept in constant alarm and terror
by the advocates of political senti
ments, uniting according to.', their

sympathies, in formidable
bodies .of armed men, completely
equipped with munitions of war, and
resolved "upon mutual extermination
as the only hope of peace; unoffending
and peaceable - citizens were driven
from their homes; others murdered in
their own dwellings, which were given
to the flames; that sacred respect for
woman which has characterized all
civilized nations, seemed in the hourj
of mad excitement to be forgotten;
partisan freling, on all sides, intense- -

ly excited by, a question which inflarar
edthe entire nation almost closed the
minds of the people against me; idle
and mendacious rumors, well calcu-
lated to produce exasperation and de
stroy confidence,were everywhere rifdfj

the most unfortnnate suspicions pre
vailed; in isolated country place3Tno
man e life was safe; robberies and
murders were- - of V daily? occurrence
nearly every farm honse was deserted;
and no traveler could safely venture on
the highway without an escort. This
itate of affairs was greatly aggravated
by the interference of prominent poli-
ticians outside of the Territory. ? -

. The foregoing is but a faint outline
of the fearful condition of thingn which
ruled Kansas and convulsed the na-

tion. " The full picture will be drawn
by the; iron pen of impartial histo-
ry, - acd the. Actors :.in rthe various
scenes will be assigned their true po-
sitions. ' i . v-

I came here a stranger to yourdiffi-cultie- s,

without prejudice, with a sol-
emn cnse-ofm-y oificial obligations,and
with a loflv reaolntton in rmt l rHv
termination to events sofraosht with
evil, and which, if unchbeked, would

Ti

have 2oatej the country into the most
bloody civil war.
'Hesitation, or partisan sffilations,

would have resulted in certain failure,
and only 6erved fuither to complicate
affairs. 'To restore peace and order,
and relieve the people "from the evils
under which they were laboring, it was
necessary that an impartial, indepen-
dent rind : Just , policy .should be
adopted, which would embrace in
its protection all . good, citizens,
without distinction of tparty, and
sternly punish all bad men who con- -

tmuea to aistnro tne pudiic tranquin- -

! tr- - Accordingly my Inaugural Address
R?a Proclamations were immediately
circulated among the people, in order
that they might have early notice of
my intentions.
i Qn the fourteenth day of Septem-
ber, reliable, information -was receiv-
ed that a large body of armed men
were marching to attack Hickory
Point on the north side of the Kansas
River. I immediately dispatched a
squadron of United States dragoons,
with instructions to capture and bring
to this place any persons whom they
might find acting in violation of my
Proclamation. In pursuance of these
instructions one - hundred and one
prisoners were taken and brought here,
and committed for trial.

While a portion of the army were
performing this duty, I was advised
mat a large . ooay ol men was ap
proaching the town of 'Lawrence de
termined upon its destruction. I at

(once ordered three hundred United
States troops to ; that place., and re- -

! paired there in person. 'Within four
miles of Lawrence L found a force of
twenty-seve- n hundred men, consisting
of Citizens of this Territory, and of
other places, organized as Territorial
militia, under a Proclamation of the
late acting Governor. I - disbanded
this force, ordering the various com
pames comprising it to repair to
their respective places of rendez
vous, there to be mustered . out of
service. My orders were obeyed ; the
militia retired to. their homes, the ef
fusion of blood was prevented, the
preservation of Lawrence effected, and
a great step made towards the resto
ration and confidence.' '

:To recount my various official acts,
following each other in quick succes
sion under jour immediate observa
tion, would be a work of supereroga-
tion, and would occupy, more space
than the limits of an Executive mess-
age would justify.' Mp Executive
Minutes, containing a truthful history
of my official transactions, with the
policy which dictated them, have been
forwarded to the General Government,
and are open to the inspection of the
country. : '

;

. In relation to any alterations; or
modifications of the Territorial Stat-
utes which Fmight deem advisable, I
promised in my Inaugural Address, to
direct public attention at the proper
time. ! hi the progress of events that
time has arrived, and you are the tri-

bunal to which my suggestions must
be submitted. On this subject I be- -

sjeak your candid attention, as it has
an mseparaoie connection wan me
prosperity mi nappmcs oi tne Peo--

,4 ft has ahead v been remarked that--

fthethg Territorieg Unitej Stac3 are
the common property of the citi-

zens of the several States.- It may be
likened to. a joint ownership , in an
estate, and no conditions should be
imposed or restrictions placed upon
the equal enjoyment of all the benefits
arising therefrom, which will do the
least injustice to any of the owners, or
which is not contemplated in the ten-

ure by which it is held, which is no
less than the Constitution of the
United States, the "sole bond of the
American Union. This beintr the
true position, no obstacle should be
interposed to the free, speedy and gen-
eral settlement of this Territory. .

The durability and imperative au-

thority of a State Constitution, when
the interests of tho people require a
State Government, and a direct, popu-
lar vote is necessary to give it sanction
and effect, will be tho proper occasion,
once for all, to decide the grave polit-
ical questions which: underlie a well
regulated commonwealth. ;

Let this, then, be the touchstone of
your deliberations.." Enact no law
which will not clearly bear the consti-
tutional test ; and if any laws have
been passed which do hot come up to
this standard, it is your solemn duty
to sweep them from the statute book.

The Territorial government should
abstain from the exercise of authori-
ty not clearly delegated to ' it, and
should permit all doubtful questions to
remain in abeyance until the forma-
tion of a State Constitution, ,

Oh the delicate, and exciting ques-
tion of slavery, a subject which so pe-

culiarly engaged tho attention of Con-

gress at; the passage of our Organic
Act, . I cannot, too earnestly; invoke
yon to permit it to remain .where the
Constitution of the United States and
that act place it," subject to the decis-
ion of the courts upon all points aris-
ing during our present ; infant condi-
tion.. .

' '" .
'

The repeal ' of the lissouri line,
which was a restriction on popular
sovereignty,' .anew consecrated - the
great doctrine of and
restored to the- - people their full con-
trol bvcr.evcry question of interest to
themselves both- - north and south of
that lineJ W' f i .;

, Justice-t- o the country and the dic-
tates of , wound . policy, r.uire that
the Legislature should confine itself to
srieh subjects as will preserve the ba-
sis of entire equality, and when' a suffi-
cient population is here, and ' they
choose to adopt a.State government,
that they shall be ' perfectly free,'
without let or hindrance, to form all j

their domestic institutions "in their
own way," cud to dictate that form of
government which, in their deliber-
ate judgment, may be deemed proper.

Any attempt to incite servile insur-
rection, and to interfere with theVfo-mesti- c

institutions of sovereign States,
is extremely reprehensible,' and shall
receive no countenance- - from h

intervention can lesult in no
good but is'prcgnant with untold dis-
asters. Murder, arson, rapine and
death follow in '.its' wake, while not
onolink in the fetters bf the slave is
weakened or broken.'or any ameliora-
tion in bis condition, secured- - . Such
interference is a direct invasion - of

(
State rightK, only calculated to produce
irritation and estrangement.'' -

. Everr4ictate; c
consideration yi itat : tfjuaty thc.

glories of the past and the hopes of
the future all, with sonl-stirrin- g elo-

quence, constrain us to cultivate a
reverential awe for the Constitution as
the sheet-anch- of our safety, and bid
us, in good faith, to. carry put all its
provisions. " - t C

Many rof the statutes are excellent,
and well suited to our wants and con-

dition ; but in order that they may
receive that respect and fahctiori which
is the ital principle jot all Tawlet
such bb. abolished as are not eminently
just, and will not Teceive the fullest
approbation of the people. I trust
you will test them all by the light of
the general and fundamental , princi-
ples of our" government, and that all
that will not bear this ordeal, be re-

vised, amended, or; repealed. To
some of them which" strike my mind
as objectionable, your candid and spe-
cial attention is respectfully invited. -

By carefully comparing the Organic
Act, as printed in the statutes, with a
certified copy of the same from the De-

partment of .State, important dis-

crepancies, omissions and additions
will be discovered. I therefore recom-
mend the appointment of a commit-
tee to : compare the printed statutes
with the original rolls on file in the
Secretary's office to ascertain whether
the same liberty has been taken with
them as appears to havo . been taken
with the act ' under which they were
made. ' ' ' : "' ; J

Of the numerous errors discovered
by me in the copy of the Organic Act,
as printed in the statutes, I will refer
to one in illustration of my meaning.
In the 29th sectiondefining the Ex-
ecutive authority, : will be found the
following Etriking omi38ion--"again- st

the laws of said Territory, and re-

prieves for offences." This omission
impairs the Eexcutive authority, and
deprives the Governor of the pardon-
ing power for offences committed
V against the laws of the Territory,'.'',
which Congress, for the wisest and
most humane reasons, .has conferred
upon him.

Ihe Organic Act requires every bill
to be presented to the Governor, and
demands his signature, as tho evi-
dence of his approval, before it can
become a law. The statutes are defec-
tive in this respect, as they do not
contain the date of approval, nor the
proper ev idencc of that fact, by having
the Governor's signature.. ' . -

' Your attention is invited to chapter
80, in relation to county boundaries.
The boundary of Douglas county isj
imperfect,, and in connection with
Shawnee county, is an absurdity for
both counties. The boundary lines of
all the counties should be absolutely
established. '

Chapter 44,. establishing the Pro-
bate Court, also requires attention.
The Act is good generally, so far as it
relates to the organization and duties
of the Court. But all provisions in
this and other acts . vesting the ap-
pointment of Probate Judges, Coun-
ty Commissioners, and other public
officers in tht Legislative xVssembly,'
should at once be repealed, and the
unqualified right of election conferred
upon the people,- - whose, interests are
immediately affected by th . acts of
thocc officials. The free and unre-
stricted right of the people to select
all their own agents, is a maxim so
well settled in political ethics, and
springs so legitimately from, the doc-

trines of self-g-o vein mcnt, that 1 need
only allude to the question to satisfy
every one of its justice. The "peo-
ple must be perfectly free" to regulate
their own business in their own way;
and when the voice of the majority is
fairly expressed, all will bow. to it as
the' voice of God. Let the people,
then, rule in every thing. I have every
confidence in the virtue, intelligence.
and sober thought", of the toiling
millions. . The deliberate popular
judgment is never wrong. When in
times of excitement the popular mind
may be temporarily obscured from the
dearth of correct information, or the
mists of passion, the day of 'retribu-
tion and justice speedily follows, and
a summary reversal is the certain re-

sult. Just and patriotic sentiment is
a sure reliance for every honest public
servant. , The sovereignty of the peo-
ple must be maintained.

Section 15th of this Act allows writs
of habeas corpus! to be issued by the
Probate Judge, but leaves him no au
thority to heat the case and grant jus-
tice, but refers the matter to the "next
term of the. District; Court." The
several "terras" of the District Court
are at stated periods, and the provis
ion alluded to amounts to a denial of
justice ana virtaaiy a suspension of
the 'great writ of liberty, contrary to
"the letter and spirit of the Constitu-
tion of the United States.". ;'' Many provisions of chapter C6, en-- j

titled "Wections," are objectionable
Section llth, requiring certain "test
oaths" as to the right of
suffrage, is wrong, unfair, and unequal
upon citizens bf different sections of
the Union. It is exceedingly invidi-
ous, .to require obedience to any special
enactment, , The peculiar featufet of
these test oaths should be abolished
and all citizens presumed to be law-abidi-

and patriotic until the contra-
ry clearly appears. Sworn obedience
to particular statutes has seldom

that object. Justiee will ever
commend. Itself to the support : of all
honest men, and the surest means of
insuring the ready execution of law,
is to' make it so just,
equal, and impar'ial, as to command
the respect of those whom it is intend,
ed to affect., - - : - -

Section 36th deprive electors of
the great safeguard of the purity and
independence of the elective franchise
I mean the-rig- to vote by ballot, and
after the first day .of November,' 1850,
requires , an voting to ,oe vita roce.
This provisiontaken in connection
with section 0th, which provides that
"if all the votes offered cannot be tak-
en before the hour appointed for clos-

ing the polls, the judges ehall, by pub--li-e

proclamation, adjourn sueh election
until the following day, when the polls
shall again be opened and the election
continued as before," '&c.;"offers'rcat
room for. fraud .and corruption. - Vet-- 1

ing viva rpct the condition of the poll
can be ascertained . at any moment.'
If the party having the. election offi-

cer are likely to be ' defeated, they
have the option of adjourning for 'the
purpose of drumming up votes, or ia
the insane desire for victory, xniy.be
tempted to mori to other meana even
more reprehensible. 'The right of vot-
ing by ballot Is'now incorporated into
tbeicontllutiots "'of neariy: all- - the

Statcs, and is classed with the privi-- t

leges deemed sacred! The argument,!
in its favor are so numerous and over t
whelming that I have no hesitation i8

recommending its adoption. IT'
election law should be carefully extu.. f
ined, and such guards thrown aroun'r
it as will: most ffectively secure th I
sanctity of the ballot-bo- x and pr.f
serve it, from the. taint of single il-- i
legal vote". The man who'will
erately tamper with the elective fraui
chise and dare to offer an illegal vote!
strikes at the fountain of ju6tieei un'i
dermines the pillars of society, ap
plies the torch to the temple of our!
liberties, ttnd-hou- !d sever?!
punishment. As a qualification fo4
voting, a definite period cf actual h
habitaney intthe territory ii to the ex-- f

elusion of a home elsewhere, should!
be rigidly prescribed.' Xo'man should
be permittcdi to vote upon floating ,
residence. , JIe should have resid
within the territory for a period of not
less than ninety days, and in the dis
trict where he offers to oW t lea I

ten days immediately preceding suet!
election. r All the voters should l
registered and published for a certain j
time. previous .to the election Fabel
voting should be severely punished,!
and false swearing to secure a vote
visited with the pains and penalties off V
perjury. "; ",; V 1

In this connection your attention iv
also invited to chapter-- ' 92, entitled
"Jurors.". . This chapter leave the I -

selection of Jurors to the absolute f i
discretion of the Marshal, Sheriff, or r
Constable, as the case may beand &f L

fords great room1 fot partiality an f I
corruption.- - The names of all proper- - f 1

ly .quaiinea citizens, witnout party
distinction, should be thrown into a r
wheel or box, and at stated periods,
under the order of the Conrts, Jurors !

should be publicly drawn by responsi- -

ble persons. Too many safeguard
cannot be thrown around the right of!
trial by jury, in order that it may still
continue to occupy that chcrishclf
place in the affection? of the people!
ho essential to its preservation and I

sanctity. - ' v ..s i
Some portions of chapter 110, "lli-- l

litia," infringes the Executive prerog--L

ative, impairs the Governors useful-- f

n&ft ' ami rlearlv rnnfllff urifli tli. I
y ; 4 ... - rrn. i - : ., i - 4

organic vci. idis aci requires ine
Executive to reside in the territory
and makes him Commander-in-cliie- f w

of the militia." This power, must I f

vested some place, and is always con- - i

ferrcd upon the chief magistrate.
Section 6th virtually confers this aI-- 1

most sovereign prerogative 4npon ant
commissioned ofiicer," and pennitji !

him "whenever and as often as any in- -

vasion or danger may come to hU
knowledge, to order out the militia or I
volunteer corps or any part thereof,
under his command, for the defence '
of the Territory,'' fee.; thus almost t
giving "any commissioned "ofBcer" i

whatever, at bis option, the power to
involve the territory in war. ?

Section 12th provides, for a general r

militia .training on the first Monday of I

Octoberthe day fixed for the general I
election. This is wronsr. and is well i
calculated to incite terrorism. IV
silent ballots of the . people, unawe-l- :

by military display, should quietly
definitely determine all qucstioirs j

of pnblic interest. "
, v

The other : sectfon of bo rc- - i
quiring the appointment of field an--

r

commissioned officers, tkould be Te

pealed. All officers should derive j

their authority directly from their rc- -

spective commands, by election. : To
make the military system complete
and effective, there must be entire scL- - t
ordination and unity running from the
commander-in-chie- f to the hcmble&t
soldier, and ono spirit must animate
the entire system.

The 122d chapter; in reUtion t

"Patrols," is unnecessary. It render!! I

all other property liable to heavy tax- -

ation for the protection of slave prop- - ?
erty, thus operating unequally cpon
citizens, and is liable to the "Odioui
charge of being a system of espion- -

age, a it authorizes the Patrols, an ';

indefinite: number of whom may le I

appointed, ; to visit not only negro
quarters,: but "any other places" sus- - f
pectcd of unlawful assemblages of
slaves.- v ' " -

; Chapter 1 3 1, Pre mption, ' I

squanders the school fund by appro- - r

priating the: school sections contrary !

to the Organic Act, which provides
"that sections numbered sixteen and --

thirty-six in each township in Kmc f
Territory shall be and the same are r
hereby reserved for the purpose of be-

ing applied to schools in said Territory, '
and in the States and Territories to be
erected out of the Eacne;" contravene
the United States lawjt, .

which forbid trafficking in claims and
holding more than one claim, and di-

rects the Governor to grant patent
for x land belonging to thr1 United
States and only conditionally granted
to thee Territory.-- This Act is d irectly '

calculated to destroy tho effect bf a
munificent grant of lands by Congress f

for. educational purposes. . TbeTerri- -

tory is the . trustee of this valuable ,;

gift, and posterity has a right to de-- i
mand of us thai this sacred trnst shall
remain unimpaired, in ordor that the
blessings of free education may be
shed upon our children. , . i

Every. State ; should have the best
educational system which an intelli- - '

gent government can provide. The
physical, moral and mental faculties
should be cultivated in harmonious )

unison, and that system of education ;

is the best which will effect these ob- - '

jects. Congress has already provided ;

for the support of common schools.
In addition to this, I would recom- -

mend the Legislature to ask Congress I

to donate land lying in this Territory
for the establishment of a tmiversitv. :

embracing a normal, agricnltural, and
a mechanical school. A university
thus endowed, would be a 'blessing to
onr people; 'disseminate' rtsefal and
scientific intelligence; jprovide compe
tent teachers for jour pnmery schools
and fumih a complete ttystem of edu
cation' adequate to our wants in all
tht departments of life. - J

. Ihe; snbiect- - of roads, bridees.'fcna
highways, merits Tour : special atten--
won. ixotnimr aaas more to comiorw
convenience, prosperity and happiness,
and more greatly promotes', social in--,
tcrconrse and hind feeling, than easy
and.' convenient
Iloads should-b- e ;wide ,and . straight,
and . the various , rivers and; . ravines
substantially bridged. . fr , ,

: Railroads should '.be ehconrsgea;
and-- ia gTtnt in charters, Htbe Lrgts- -

lature should have in view the inteT5
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